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Atty. Dkt. No. 065640-0210 

TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), before 
the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR § L 1 13, a notice of allowance under 37 
CFR §1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The Examiner is hereby advised of the existence of the applications listed below which 
share at least some common disclosure with the above-identified patent application and/or which 
may serve as the basis of priority and/or otherwise relate to the above-identified patent 
application or one or more of the other patent applications listed below. For completeness, the 
above-identified application is also included in the list. 

For each application, Applicant has also listed all substantive communications with the 
Patent Office and requests the Examiner to review the same as part of evaluating this patent 
application. These communications are available to the Examiner on the Patent Office's image 
file wrapper system. Therefore, copies of these communications are not enclosed. At the 
Examiner's request, Applicant would be happy to provide copies of any of these 
communications. Applicant notes that restriction requirements, preliminary amendments, etc. 
have not been listed although these may be easily accessed using the Patent Office's image file 
wrapper system. Also, the communications listed below are not listed on the Form PTO/SB/08 
because in other situations they have been crossed off the SB/08 form to prevent them from 
being listed on the front of the patent even though they were considered by the Examiner. 
Applicant believes this is a more efficient way to bring these communications to the Examiner's 
attention. For completeness, communications in the above-identified application are also 
included in the list. 
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RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

An English abstract for DE 101 26 842 states: "In a kitchen air filtration process, grease 
and water are first removed followed first by removal of residual moisture in a drying process 
and then with removal of odors by adsorption. An Independent claim is included for a kitchen air 
filter hood with a vortex filter (1), a rib-mesh grease trap (2), drier (3) and odor (4) filters. The 
filters (1-4) are all integrated within the same filter insert. The vortex filter has a grease and 
water drain tube (5). The air drier filter structure comprises zeolite with higher water affinity 
than active carbon granules, or silica-gel, or slowly-dissolving inorganic salts, or a polymer. The 
drier salt crystals are held within a fine-pored polyurethane foam, and discharge through the 
vortex generator outlet to a trap (6)." 

An English abstract for DE 101 27 678 states: "The air filter comprises a filter plate (1) 
with two or more parallel plate like filter elements (2, 3, 4) with a narrow flat interspace (9) 
inbetween and with water jets (15) directed into the interspace and associated with water 
receptacles such as inclined grooves (16) to create a water curtain (13) which covers more than 
half the flat area extension of the flat interspace. The distance between the water jets and the 
receptacles should be no more than 15 cm." 

An English abstract for DE 102 08 474 states: "A filter system extracts particles and/or 
drops of liquid from air flowing through the filter system. The filter system has a filter layer 
disposed in a plane and a cyclone collector that is disposed in the edge region of the filter layer. 
The cyclone collector is provided with a device which, compared with the filter layer, creates a 
higher flow speed and stronger vortexing of the circulating air. The cyclone collector can be 
produced from horizontal cyclone elements, curved, horizontal elements or from expanded 
metal." 

An English abstract for DE 197 05 508 states: "The new grid separates fluid and/or solid 
particles from a gas flow by inducing swirl. It comprises profiles with long edges overlapping to 
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form flow channels. In the regions of overlap, the gas flow is repeatedly deflected. Particles 
separate and are collected in an edge channel of each profiled section. This channel forms a dead 
space as regards flow. In this novel design, the grid comprises only one row of mutually adjacent 
sections (1). The cross- section of each is a double-U shape. The first (2) opens downstream, the 
second (4) upstream. The side wall (6) of the first U-section (2) is spaced away from the walls 
(9, 7) of the collection channel (8), both sections sharing a common intermediate wall (5). The 
sidewall (6) of the first section (2) and that (9) of the collection channel (8) end at the same 
height. The profile (1) is fastened by the upper and/or lower part of its U-shaped sections (12, 
13) to a separator grid support frame." 

From the Figures, DE 299 06 295 appears to be related to filters. 

An English abstract for DE 40 16 582 states: "To improve the cleaning action in a device 
for separating fluids from a gas current, especially for oil mist, with two curved deflection 
surfaces facing each other on their concave sides with some lateral staggering, along which a 
current of air to be cleaned flows in succession, it is proposed that at least one of the deflection 
surfaces extends over an arc or more than 180 DEG and that the gas stream substantially 
tangentially entering the chamber formed by this deflection surface crosses the flow path of the 
entering gas current on leaving the chamber." 

An English abstract for DE 44 27 074 states: "Two closely adjacent rows of spaced 
sections, having U-shaped cross sections, present open and closed surfaces to the air flow. The 
long edges of adjacent sections project into each other's interior, forming an alternating row. The 
long edges of the downstream row (2.1,2.2) are re-entrant in section, forming channels (5) by 
their inward curvatures. These are dead spaces for flow, and here the particles settle and drain 
away. The sections (6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 7.1, 7.2) are sheet metal. The sections (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 
6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 7.1, 7.2) are fastened by their ends to further U-section frames (8), with alternating 
tabs (9) at the sides. The tabs (9) are fastened to the interior sides of the sections (6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 
7.1,7.2)." 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), before 
the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR §1. 1 13, a notice of allowance under 37 
CFR §1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The Examiner is hereby advised of the existence of the applications listed below which 
share at least some common disclosure with the above-identified patent application and/or which 
may serve as the basis of priority and/or otherwise relate to the above-identified patent 
application or one or more of the other patent applications listed below. For completeness, the 
above-identified application is also included in the list. 

For each application, Applicant has also listed all substantive communications with the 
Patent Office and requests the Examiner to review the same as part of evaluating this patent 
application. These communications are available to the Examiner on the Patent Office's image 
file wrapper system. Therefore, copies of these communications are not enclosed. At the 
Examiner's request, Applicant would be happy to provide copies of any of these 
communications. Applicant notes that restriction requirements, preliminary amendments, etc. 
have not been listed although these may be easily accessed using the Patent Office's image file 
wrapper system. Also, the communications listed below are not listed on the Form PTO/SB/08 
because in other situations they have been crossed off the SB/08 form to prevent them from 
being listed on the front of the patent even though they were considered by the Examiner. 
Applicant believes this is a more efficient way to bring these communications to the Examiner's 
attention. For completeness, communications in the above-identified application are also 
included in the list. 
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Filing Date 
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February 15,2002 
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- International Search Report, mailed on October 24, 2002 (5 pages) (a copy is 
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Pending 
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Pending 
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Pending 
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- International Search Report and Written Opinion, mailed on March 1, 2005 (9 
pages) (a copy is provided with this Information Disclosure Statement). 
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RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

An English abstract for DE 101 26 842 states: "In a kitchen air filtration process, grease 
and water are first removed followed first by removal of residual moisture in a drying process 
and then with removal of odors by adsorption. An Independent claim is included for a kitchen air 
filter hood with a vortex filter (1), a rib-mesh grease trap (2), drier (3) and odor (4) filters. The 
filters (1-4) are all integrated within the same filter insert. The vortex filter has a grease and 
water drain tube (5). The air drier filter structure comprises zeolite with higher water affinity 
than active carbon granules, or silica-gel, or slowly-dissolving inorganic salts, or a polymer. The 
drier salt crystals are held within a fine-pored polyurethane foam, and discharge through the 
vortex generator outlet to a trap (6)." 

An English abstract for DE 101 27 678 states: "The air filter comprises a filter plate (i) 
with two or more parallel plate like filter elements (2, 3, 4) with a narrow flat interspace (9) 
inbetween and with water jets (15) directed into the interspace and associated with water 
receptacles such as inclined grooves (16) to create a water curtain (13) which covers more than 
half the flat area extension of the flat interspace. The distance between the water jets and the 
receptacles should be no more than 15 cm." 

An English abstract for DE 102 08 474 states: "A filter system extracts particles and/or 
drops of liquid from air flowing through the filter system. The filter system has a filter layer 
disposed in a plane and a cyclone collector that is disposed in the edge region of the filter layer. 
The cyclone collector is provided with a device which, compared with the filter layer, creates a 
higher flow speed and stronger vortexing of the circulating air. The cyclone collector can be 
produced from horizontal cyclone elements, curved, horizontal elements or from expanded 
metal." 

An English abstract for DE 197 05 508 states: "The new grid separates fluid and/or solid 
particles from a gas flow by inducing swirl. It comprises profiles with long edges overlapping to 
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form flow channels. In the regions of overlap, the gas flow is repeatedly deflected. Particles 
separate and are collected in an edge channel of each profiled section. This channel forms a dead 
space as regards flow. In this novel design, the grid comprises only one row of mutually adjacent 
sections (1). The cross-section of each is a double-U shape. The first (2) opens downstream, the 
second (4) upstream. The side wall (6) of the first U-section (2) is spaced away from the walls 
(9, 7) of the collection channel (8), both sections sharing a common intermediate wall (5). The 
sidewall (6) of the first section (2) and that (9) of the collection channel (8) end at the same 
height. The profile (1) is fastened by the upper and/or lower part of its U-shaped sections (12, 
13) to a separator grid support frame." 

From the Figures, DE 299 06 295 appears to be related to filters. 

An English abstract for DE 40 16 582 states: 'To improve the cleaning action in a device 
for separating fluids from a gas current, especially for oil mist, with two curved deflection 
surfaces facing each other on their concave sides with some lateral staggering, along which a 
current of air to be cleaned flows in succession, it is proposed that at least one of the deflection 
surfaces extends over an arc or more than 180 DEG and that the gas stream substantially 
tangentially entering the chamber formed by this deflection surface crosses the flow path of the 
entering gas current on leaving the chamber." 

An English abstract for DE 44 27 074 states: "Two closely adjacent rows of spaced 
sections, having U-shaped cross sections, present open and closed surfaces to the air flow. The 
long edges of adjacent sections project into each other's interior, forming an alternating row. The 
long edges of the downstream row (2. 1,2.2) are re-entrant in section, forming channels (5) by 
their inward curvatures. These are dead spaces for flow, and here the particles settle and drain 
away. The sections (6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 7.1, 7.2) are sheet metal. The sections (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 
6. 1, 6.2, 6.3, 7.1, 7.2) are fastened by their ends to further U-section frames (8), with alternating 
tabs (9) at the sides. The tabs (9) are fastened to the interior sides of the sections (6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 
7.1,7.2)." 
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